
 BOSTON ATHENÆUM and BOSTON LIBRARY SOCIETY 

 ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PROPRIETORS 

 28 March 2022, 3:30 pm 

 Boston Athenæum, 10½ Beacon Street, Boston 

 DRAFT  MINUTES 

 The Annual Meeting of the Proprietors of the Boston Athenæum and Boston Library Society was 
 held at 10 ½ Beacon Street on March 28, 2022 at 3:30 pm. 

 I. Presidents Welcome & Approval of the Minutes

 President Timothy W. Diggins welcomed Proprietors to the first in-person meeting since the 
 onset of the COVID-19 pandemic. Mr. Diggins provided a brief overview of the agenda and 
 reported there were approximately 60 Proprietors attending in-person and 62 joining online. 
 Arthur B. Page  ,  Secretary  ,  declared a quorum present. 

 Mr. Diggins noted that draft minutes of the March 2021 Annual Meeting of Proprietors had been 
 distributed with the meeting materials.  He asked if there was any discussion. There being none, 
 upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted to approve the minutes. 

 II. Nominating and Governance Report

 Mr. Page proposed the nominees for the election of Officers at the meeting. Mr. Diggins asked if 
 there was any discussion. There being none, upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted 
 to approve the election of the following Officers: 

 Election of Officers 
 Timothy W. Diggins,  President 
 Susan B. Weatherbie,  First Vice President 
 Creelea H. Pangaro,  Second Vice President 
 J. Mark Enriquez,  Treasurer
 Arthur B. Page,  Secretary

 Mr. Page noted that there were two nominees for election to the Board of Trustees for first 
 terms, Mr. Michael Ewald and Ms. Melissa Fetter. Mr. Diggins briefly shared biographical 
 information on Mr. Ewald and Ms. Fetter. Mr. Diggins asked if there was any discussion. There 
 being none, upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted to elect Mr. Michael Ewald and  
Ms. Melissa Fetter to the Board of Trustees for a first term of three years.



 Election of Trustees: 
 Melissa Fetter,  first term 
 Michael Ewald,  first term 

 Mr. Page proposed the slate of Trustees nominated for reelection to three-year terms, Mr. Earl J. 
 Collier and Mr. Austin Shapard. Mr. Diggins asked if there was any discussion. There being 
 none, upon motion duly made and seconded, it was voted to reelect the nominees for reelection. 

 Re-election of Trustees: 
 Earl M. Collier, Jr.,  third term 
 Austin V. Shapard,  third term 

 Mr. Diggins reported that Ms. Clarissa Hunnewell would be retiring from the Board of Trustees 
 this year. Mr. Diggins expressed his gratitude for Ms. Hunnewell’s engagement and devotion to 
 the Athenæum. Mr. Diggins stated that Ms. Hunnewell would be missed on the Board but 
 expected that she will continue to be an advocate and supporter of the Athenæum. 

 Mr. Diggins stated that a quorum was not present for the meeting of Proprietors of the Boston 
 Library Society. The meeting of the Proprietors of the Boston Library Society was adjourned to a 
 later date, to be specified by written notice. 

 III. President’s Remarks

 Mr. Diggins expressed his gratitude for the Proprietors’ support over the past two years and 
 throughout the pandemic. Mr. Diggins noted that membership in the Athenæum has continued 
 to grow over the last year. He praised the ongoing quality of the year’s virtual and in-person 
 events. 

 Mr. Diggins discussed the expansion project. He provided a detailed report on the anticipated 
 cost of the project, funds raised to date, and the amount of endowment funds used to fund the 
 project to date.  A discussion followed, during which Mr. Diggins and Ms. Rosovsky answered 
 questions posed to them. 

 IV. Director’s Report

 Ms. Rosovsky thanked Mr. Diggins, the Trustees and the Proprietors for their support over the 
 last two years. 

 Ms. Rosovsky spoke about the future of the Athenæum. She stated that this is a historic moment 
 as we are in a period of recovery following the pandemic and looking forward to the expansion 
 project completion. She expressed the critical importance of the Proprietors and their continued 
 support of the Athenæum. 

 Ms. Rosovsky provided an overview of the Athenæum’s financial status and the continued 
 efforts surrounding membership growth. She reported that, at the time of the meeting,  
membership had increased to 2,800. 



 Ms. Rosovsky shared that the Athenæum received a grant from the Terra Foundation for a 
 reinstallation of the special collections displayed in the Henry Long Room. She said that the 
 project would open in conjunction with the opening celebrations later this fall. 

 V.  Expansion Project 

 Ms. Rosovsky invited Second Vice President, Creelea Pangaro, to present on the expansion 
 project. Ms. Pangaro discussed the motivation behind the project, considerations that had gone 
 into the design of the space, and expected benefits of the expansion to the Athenæum and its 
 membership.  She noted challenges presented by the COVID pandemic, including supply line 
 challenges. 

 Ms. Rosovsky shared a series of renderings of the 14 Beacon Street expansion project. 

 VI.  Questions and Suggestions 

 Mr. Diggins and Ms. Rosovsky then answered questions from the Proprietors. 

 VII.  Special Collections 

 Mr. Buchtel presented several items from the Special Collections highlighting the current 
 exhibition,  Captivating Covers  . 

 VIII.  Adjournment 

 The meeting was adjourned at 5:02 p.m. 




